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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CU-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
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021492 

R 261055Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4262 
AMEMBASSY DACCA 

CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 2895 

FOLLOWING REPEAT CALCUTTA 492 SENT ACTION NEW DELHI 
INFO BOMBAY/MADRAS 26 FEB 76 

QUOTE: 

CALCUTTA 0492 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUBJ: JAIL BREAK BY NAXALITES; STUDENT UNREST 

1 . OUR LOCALS REPORT THAT SOME SIXTY NAXALITES BROKE 
OUT OF CALCUTTA'S PRESIDENCY JAIL ABOUT 1 P.M. 

FEBRUARY 24. JUST WHAT OCCURRED IS UNCLEAR BUT STORY 
IS THAT ESCAPEES HAD HAND GRENADES AND EXPLOSIVES, 

AND TWO JAIL GUARDS AND ONE CENTRAL RESERVE POLICEMAN 
ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN KILLED. AS FAR AS IS KNOWN, 

ALL ESCAPEES ARE STILL AT LARGE AND SECURITY FORCES 
ARE ENGAGED IN LARGE SCALE MANHUNT. 

2. COMMENT: PRESIDENCY JAIL IS OVERCROWDED AND 
SECURITY IS GENERALLY LAX THERE DESPITE FACT IT 
HOUSES A LARGE GROUP OF NAXALITE PRISONERS. STILL, 

A JAIL BREAK OF THIS SIZE IS A MAJOR OCCURRENCE, 
UNPRECEDENTED IN THIS AREA IN RECENT YEARS. 

3. BY COINCIDENCE, DISORDER BROKE OUT AT CALCUTTA 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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UNIVERSITY SAME AFTERNOON AS JAIL BREAK. WE ARE 
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TOLD THAT LEFTIST YOUTH CONGRESS STUDENT LEADERS 
WERE TRYING TO ORGANIZE AND PUT UP POSTERS AGAINST 
SANJAY GANDHI. POLICE WERE CALLED IN TO BREAK IT 
UP. AND IN THE PROCESS THERE WERE INJURIES AND 
ARRESTS. BROTHER OF WEST BENGAL CONGRESS SECRETARY 
GENERAL SAUGATA RAY WAS REPORTEDLY AMONG THOSE 
ARRESTED. 

KORN 

UNQUOTE. 

SAXBE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Film Number: D760073-0520 
From: NEW DELHI 
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